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II. He Always Wanted a Pool
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IV. The Wicked Witch of the West
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| Died In the Movies

Text by David Rodriguez

. Before | Died in Jaws

This place seems strange
And | know you will show me
What real anger is like

Am | just naive to think...

The sharks are floating,
The sharks are floating up for
me?

And with what you promised me
How could | decode?
Everything you wanted

That | would never do

Ill. Like Tears in Rain

Blushing, he asks me when

I had my memory, hoping to disprove
I've walked the earth

Longer than, say, popcorn minutes.

And | answer him, "I am old
Because | can point to my wrinkles,
Crow's feet and pictures

From our trip out to the city."

| have the scar where | cut myself
And scabs that bled today.

My father's cheapness, my mother's
obstinance.

And if that isn't true,
| can sing something new.

Il. He Always Wanted a Pool

| am the shadow of my hunger in

Ohio

Stretched as far as the lamplight

But stopped at the wall

And breaking upwards and away.

IV. The Wicked Witch of the West

The madness of a prairie cold front
Or woodsmoke in the distance,

Or petals of poppies crumbling to ash.
While grim men lug emerald blocks
Enshadowed by the latticed spires
Growing up above.

But green as my skin grows
The ground is a'crackling

With poppies hiding black pits.
So | go to one.

Such softness around poison.

Green fingers tipped in blood.

The breeze tugs all the petals off
Before | break it at the stem

And | can see it without a crystal ball:

Running into the gray afternoon
The children of the suburb,

The zagging avenue,

The sleep that will overcome me
Sometimes called regret

Packed in the promise of progress.

With a flower in my hand
| run to my mother as fast as | can.

©2006 Elizabeth Joan Kelly and David Rodriguez, All Rights Reserved



| Died in the Movies

Text by David Rodriguez
Music by Elizabeth Joan Kelly

Program Notes

In this song cycle, the texts, written by David Rodriguez, each concern a movie character who dies in
some way connected to water: Chrissie from Jaws is attacked while swimming, Joe Gillis from Sunset
Boulevard is shot and falls into a swimming pool, Roy Batty (a robot or “replicant”) from Blade Runner
powers off as he sits in the rain after his internal body clock runs down, and the Wicked Witch of the
West from The Wizard of Oz melts when Dorothy throws a bucket of water in her direction.

In each of these poems, Rodriguez has created a back-story, or alternative history, for the characters.

For example, in the first song, Chrissie (who doesn’t have any back-story in Jaws) desolately sings to a

lover who has jilted her. It is unclear whether the lover is the young man in the film with whom she runs

to the beach, or someone else; what is important is that just as Chrissie gives up on their love, she also
gives up on life.

The second song involves a twenty-something Joe Gillis in his cubicle at the Dayton Evening Post
(where Joe says he worked prior to moving to Hollywood, the place of his untimely demise at the hand
of Norma Desmond). His song is a flashback to the days when he was still idealistic, living in his
hometown and hearing the first whispers of a flashy and exciting world on the west coast calling to him.

In the third song, inspired by the movie Blade Runner, Roy Batty reacts in conversation to someone
who is trying to tell him that he is a robot. In the film, it is Roy’s unwillingness to accept his existence as
a replicant that causes him to lash out at his creator and run amuck. Here the seed for his later
destructive capacity is planted.

And finally, in the fourth song, though The Wicked Witch of the West has recently received her own
alternative back-story thanks to Gregory Maguire’s novel and the subsequent Broadway hit Wicked,
Rodriguez creates a different explanation for her future behavior. In this song, the Witch sits in the
poppy fields as a child, watching as laborers in the distance destroy the natural habitat of Oz in order to
build the Emerald City. Seeing the future of Oz as a spiritless and insular suburb, she feels alienated
towards the way her world is changing and runs away, resolving that if she can’t be in total control, she
must find a way to escape (which she later attempts by hunting down Dorothy and the red shoes).

David Rodriguez and Elizabeth Joan Kelly, March 5th 2006

To facilitate learning this piece, | have made a copy of the electronics with a simple piano sound playing
the vocal line. This "dummy track" should be listened to and used in rehearsal for as long as the singer
needs it.

-Elizabeth Joan Kelly

©2006 Elizabeth Joan Kelly, All Rights Reserved



| Died In the Movies

Before | Died in Jaws

Chrissie from Jaws Text by David Rodriguez
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Before | Died in Jaws
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He Always Wanted a Pool

Joe Gillis from Sunset Boulevard
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He Always Wanted a Pool
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He Always Wanted a Pool
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He Always Wanted a Pool
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Like Tears in Rain

Roy Batty from Bladerunner
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Like Tears in Rain
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Like Tears in Rain
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The Wicked Witch of the West

from The Wizard of Oz

Hurriedly J=160

N HiH Hid
o HH
. oy M
[ 18 M L] "
i [ il
-4 w
.nm 1
I Tcee Ioeel
AMM m il
| g _
T £ 1l
e j2sre jocr e
()
L 2 w
5 g
(%2}
=)
i 8 o] N
s
p.hl..' .nw ot
o [} — ‘ﬂhHH
Bill3
~l S Hes
-y s o
— S
il
=]
7] ° o |
o
~ 2 o
= {l
o
1o \xn
] - wlll
[YAER "
N 5 11
jasve b
a
@O <«
T
5 A
g Y1k g
j 3}
& £ — b
'y |&
y %
A1 S
. N
o —TN T —
2 8
© c
s S
) 8
w

— 33—

Ir0e Tcee \HH
|
T Ay i
nfe B cre
[
3
1
oy
L @ NN Mal
T NO@
Ty
e
TN
Nl 2 f
= i
¢
[y 1A m b |
S
W
iliT
|
ﬂl..
\ .
(i,
| 2 (11
Il =
- ml N !
ol 6 h}-:
b
Atlu m N
o.!; 2 ._1----_ W
» GG b1 ~
all
- ~
-
i S
N
9 i hyd
o —N T —

Elec.

13

——T¢%

0]

ANIV

blocks

ald

emer

lug

While grim  men

Elec.

17

% ||4 ‘I.‘v
m- & H Iie!
Ire * M
ol NG
=] I
1N 8 ol
' I "
| = Wl
o
=1
N 1
acpu twg. o
L Yn N
AR 2 o
-
el cre [oeee
=}
[y S o 3
@
(1
\VU & i
[ f
| w ) um.l— I
Npl HY JN
N W M
%)

il 9 1
Ly
2

g ebe o o

be £

e e

Elec.




(9 )

| i
be
D@

.
b
1003

D@

D

)

be be
ling

be

(0

p—
D@

>

be be

D@

crack

be be

o 1

a
be

£e

grows

be

skin

b

>

l_3_|
hid - ing black pits

>

T ¢ 1

> 3

The Wicked Witch of the West

my

is

a - bove.

10

(® ]
<y
(0

as

e
ies

—3—
e e
up

green

ground

N
=

with popp

—3—

e . e

Grow - ing

——

But

The

be

]

ANIVJ

oJ

14
23
23
30
37
37
44
44

be
—
1 T

Elec.
Elec.

Elec.



The Wicked Witch of the West
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The Wicked Witch of the West
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The Wicked Witch of the West
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